
Mod u l e : 1 0



Bui ld ing the  Mod e l

•

“ De f in i t i on  leads  to  Pu rpo s e”



Why do we ex i s t ?

Why do we exist ?

?



Keep in mind what we are doing is building ‘a’ m od e l

Why do we exist ?

? Building a ‘m od e l’



not nece s s a rily ‘t h e’ m odel we as a species will find acce p t a b l e

Why do we exist ?

? Building a ‘m od e l’



At this po i nt, we have established three building bloc k s,
t h ree ‘t ru t h s’, for our mod e l

• you ex i s t

• the Un i verse ex i s t s

• the ‘w h o l e’ ex i s t s



We have also established two fundament a l s
for our mod e l :

• we are ‘i n s i d e’ the ‘w h o l e’

• we are a ‘p a rt’ of the ‘w h o l e’



Now we need to put the final piece of the model into place.

Why do we exist ?

?
The Fi n a l

Pi e ce
Building a ‘m od e l’



We need to answer the question: ‘Why ? ’

Why do we exist ?

?“Why ? ” Building a ‘m od e l’



A model of:

• a metaphys i cal (philosophical) sys te m

• a co s m o l og i cal (scientific) sys te m

• an onto l og i cal (religious) sys te m



Wh at we generally call a Un i versal Ph i l o s o p hy

Why do we exist ?

Un i versal Ph i l o s o p hy



is not co m p l e te unless it answers the question:

Why do we exist ?

Un i versal Ph i l o s o p hy



Why ?

• Why would the Un i verse have been cre ate d ?

• Wh at possible purpose could the Un i verse have ?

• Why would we, h u m a n s, h ave been cre ate d ?

• Wh at possible purpose could we have ?

• Why ?

• Wh at’s the purpo s e ?



In answe ring the question of why we ex i s t, we will
consider a scientific co n ce p t : Sy m b i o s i s

“Sy m b i o s i s”



The Ox fo rd Science Di ct i o n a ry defines symbiosis.

S Y M B I O S I S



“...an inte ra ction be tween individuals of diffe re nt
s pe c i e s. Ma ny symbiosis are obligato ry - that
is they cannot surv i ve without each other.”



Th e re are two part i c i p a nts in a symbiotic re l at i o n s h i p

? ?



In this mod e l , we are examining the two part i c i p a nt s.

• Yo u

• the ‘w h o l e’



But what of the Un i ve r s e ? , one may ask.

Yo u The ‘w h o l e’

The Un i ve r s e



The Un i verse is impo rt a nt but not as a playe r
in this re l at i o n s h i p.

Yo u The ‘w h o l e’

The Un i ve r s e



The Un i verse is not an inte ra ct i ve part i c i p a nt,

Yo u The ‘w h o l e’

The Un i ve r s e



rat h e r, the Un i verse is the locat i o n

• the locat i o n

• the stage

• the place



w h e re each of the two part i c i p a nts stand as they proce e d
to inte ra ct with each other.

• Yo u

• the ‘w h o l e’, ‘to t a l i ty’, God exists ‘o u t s i d e’
the Un i ve r s e



You exist ‘i n s i d e’ the Un i ve r s e.

Yo u



The ‘w h o l e’, ‘to t a l i ty ’, God exists ‘o u t s i d e’ the Un i ve r s e.

Yo u



Some would say, ‘ No, n o, God is Pe r s o n a l .”

• God touches me

• I feel God

• God is at my side

• the single set of foo t p ri nts re p re s e nts God
ca rrying me in my time of need



The degree to which the ‘w h o l e’ can enter and dire ctly affe ct
the ‘i n s i d e’ is not what is being addressed here.

Yo u



We are not eliminating the po s s i b i l i ty that the ‘w h o l e’ m ay be
l ocated ‘i n s i d e’ at the same time as being ‘o u t s i d e’ the Un i ve r s e.

Yo u



But as fascinating as this idea may be, we ca n n o t
a d d ress this issue at this time.

Yo u



The co n cept re g a rding the degree to which the ‘w h o l e’ m ay be
‘i n s i d e’ is a co m p l e tely diffe re nt to p i c, re q u i ring a co m p l e te l y

Yo u



d i f fe re nt pre s e nt at i o n . Wh at is being addressed with this
p re s e nt ation is just one ve ry, ve ry small idea.

Yo u



The idea: is there a Un i ve r s e ?

Is there a Un i verse ?

?



Do you exist and are you ‘i n s i d e’ the Un i ve r s e ?

Do you exist? Are you ‘i n s i d e’ the Un i verse ?

?



Is there something gre ater in ‘s i ze’ than the Un i ve r s e ?

Is there something gre ater in ‘s i ze’
than the Un i verse ?

?



Does this ‘s o m e t h i n g’, t h e re fo re, exist ‘o u t s i d e’ the Un i ve r s e ?

Does this ‘s o m e t h i n g’ ex i s t
‘o u t s i d e’ the Un i verse ?

?



In te rms of our understanding, we do not kn ow
w h at the ‘w h o l e’ i s.

the ‘w h o l e’ . . .

?



We do not understand, we cannot ‘s e e’ the bo u n d a ry
of our Un i ve r s e.



We cannot “s e e” w h at lies beyond our Un i ve r s e.

the ‘w h o l e’



Th e re fo re, i n s tead of trying to understand our purpose to the
‘w h o l e’ by examining the ‘w h o l e’,

the ‘w h o l e’ . . .

? ?



l e t ’s take a diffe re nt appro a c h .

the ‘w h o l e’ . . .

? Di f fe re nt approach . . .



Le t’s begin instead to study ourselve s, so that we may co m e
to understand what our purpose might be.

the ‘w h o l e’ . . .

? St u dy ourselves . . .



Symbiosis and a co n cept kn ow as panentheism can help
us to find answers to our question: ‘Why ? ’

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?



With symbiosis, the ‘w h o l e’ is depe n d e nt upo n
each of its individual part s.

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?



Without each of its part s, the nat u re of the ‘w h o l e’ changes and
be comes something other than what it originally wa s.

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?



Whether it changes for the be t ter or worse is co m p l e te l y
s u b j e ct i ve. Wh at is impo rt a nt to understand, for now, i s

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?

Good ?

Bad ?



if a piece of the ‘w h o l e’ is re m oved from the ‘w h o l e’, then the
e s s e n ce of the ‘w h o l e’ c h a n g e s.

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?

Change 



Location provides the means of defining what we are.

Locat i o n

De f i n i t i o n



If we ex i s t, then we are a part of the ‘w h o l e’.

Yo u The ‘w h o l e’



The question be co m e s : ‘ If we ex i s t, then what
is our funct i o n ? ’

Yo u The ‘w h o l e’

Wh at is our function ?



If we are within ca u s at i o n , then we are a vital
p a rt of the ‘w h o l e’.

Yo u The ‘w h o l e’

vital to . . .



In co n c l u s i o n : you ex i s t, the Un i verse ex i s t s,
and the ‘w h o l e’ ex i s t s.

You ex i s t
The ‘w h o l e’

ex i s t s

The Un i ve r s e
ex i s t s



This is ve ry impo rt a nt to re m e m be r, for it provides the first
i n s i g ht into the cre ation of a Un i versal Ph i l o s o p hy.

You ex i s t
The ‘w h o l e’

ex i s t s

The Un i ve r s e
ex i s t s

Un i versal Ph i l o s o p hy



Being part of the ‘w h o l e’, our pre s e n ce and act i o n s

• our actions affe ct not just ourselve s



within the ‘w h o l e’ has co n s e q u e n ce s.

• our actions affe ct not just others

• our actions affe ct not just our env i ro n m e nt

b u t

• our actions affe ct : the ‘w h o l e’, the summat i o n ,
the ‘to t a l i ty’, and God itself



We affe ct the nat u re of what the ‘w h o l e’ is and can be.

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?



We affe ct what the ‘w h o l e’ is in the process of be co m i n g.

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?



This is a log i cal conclusion to draw, for how could our act i o n s
not affe ct the ‘w h o l e’, a f fe ct God ?

You ex i s t
The ‘w h o l e’

ex i s t s

Act i o n s

Co n s e q u e n ce s
for God



If we exist inside the ‘w h o l e’,

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?

Good ?

Bad ?



we affe ct the ‘w h o l e’.

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?

Bad ?

Good ?



Under this mod e l , the ‘w h o l e’ d oes not just affe ct us
but we affe ct the ‘w h o l e’.

You ex i s t
The ‘w h o l e’

ex i s t s

Act i o n s

Co n s e q u e n ces for God
and Us



This re l ationship be tween the ‘w h o l e’ and ourselve s
we call Sy m b i o s i s.

You ex i s t
The ‘w h o l e’

ex i s t s

Sy m b i o s i s

Act i o n s

Co n s e q u e n ces for God
and Us



Under this mod e l

P A N - E N - T H E I S M

“ALL - IN - GOD”



the whole and its parts inte ra ct .

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?

Sy m b i o s i s



Under this mod e l , using reason to fuse faith
and observat i o n :

• fusing the religious co n cept - Pa n e nt h e i s m

s u p po rted by scientific observation and
p h i l o s o p h i cal re a s o n i n g

• with the scientific co n cept - Sy m b i o s i s

s u p po rted by philosophic reasoning and
religious be l i e f

• using philosophy - Re a s o n

s u p po rted by religious be l i e fs and
s c i e ntific observat i o n



We obtain a co m p l e te Holistic sys te m , we obtain a
‘ Un i versal Ph i l o s o p hy ca l l e d :

• Faith - Re l i g i o n
- an onto l og i cal sys te m

• Ob s e rvation - S c i e n ce
- an co s m o l og i cal sys te m

• Reason - Ph i l o s o p hy
- an metaphys i cal sys te m



Symbiotic Pa n e nt h e i s m

Sy m b i o s i s Pa n e nt h e i s m Why ?

Symbiotic Pa n e nt h e i s m



End of Module 10


